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| Connecting Learning To llte]

WAPADH Celebrates
35th Anniversary....

\;\/ APADH’S history can be described

¥ as connecting learning to life for peo-
ple with disabilities, their families and staff. It
comes from our core belief that there 1s “an
innate capacity to learn for each person”. This
regardless of a perceived disability or station
in life. Our efforts often challenged the beliefs
of our culture and our community. What a
great adventure it has been as we have learned
about the tremendous and seemingly limitless
capacities of people with disabilities to learn,
to work and to be legitimate members of our
communities.

Many of you may not remember that our roots
are in education. WAPADH began as a Par-
ent/Teacher Association (PTA) in one of the
first public schools for children with severe
disabilities in California. Like any PTA, WA-
PADH raised money to support the educational
efforts of its teaching staff while promoting the
idea that children with disabilities could be
educated as part of our community. This dur-
ing a time when it wasn’t unusual for doctors
to tell parents to send their children to state
hospitals because they saw no future for these
children.

school children,
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From supporting public

Marty Anderson and Jesse Silva benefit from the I
new ‘Collaborative Training’ Classes offered at
WAPADH

Learning Together

1 n order to increase the number of opportuni-
I ties to learn new skills, we’re trying some
new ideas in the area of training. We're bring-
ing groups of staff and consumers together to
learn more about things like digital photography,
Feldenkrais and even Supported Living. It’s so
simple! The trainings are informal, fun and cas-
ual. Our first efforts have met with resounding
positive responses from consumers and staff.

Watch for more to come!!







